From Reflection to Investigation:
Undergraduate Research as Re-Entry
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Contention
* Re-entry as “closure” is part of problem.
* Goal not be to return students to point of departure, nor to terminate
experience.
o “Closing the circle.”
* Goal not reflection, nor is it self-knowledge.
o Egocentricity as maturity & education?
* Goal?

Spark life-long learning, reinvigorate education & open horizons for future.

Cultural Differences & Social Change
Three phases

1. Re-acclimation
2. Contextualization

3. Strategies for change

Goals
— Provide forum for reflection.
— Convert energy & enthusiasm into academic ambition.
— Locate site in relation to broader patterns.
— Consider reasons for hope.
— Professionalize progressive students.
— Build inter-generational conversation.

From cliché to research

* Personal narratives:
— Introspective, egocentric & increasingly formulaic.

I. Achievement orientation: “Just did it!”
2. Theological orientation: “T'ouched by an angel.”
3. Theodician orientation: “I am soooo blessed!”

Refusing closure — Opening the gate at the end of the yard.

For more information: http://www.nd.edu/~gdowney/

< Look for the link on Re-entry education on my homepage. >
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