Center for Women’s InterCultural Leadership 
Grant Report Template 

__________________________________________________________________
Activity/Program Title:  International Leadership Association’s Annual Conference, Amsterdam
Activity/Program Dates:  November 2- 6, 2006
Number of Attendants: 2 Students + CWIL Fellow
Which of the following CWIL goals do you think this activity/program met? 

The conference me the following goals:
· Bringing Diverse People Together/Crossing Boundaries (Creating a More Diverse Educational Experience for Students)
· Thinking in New Ways About Women’s Leadership 

· Achieving Distinction as a National Resource for Change
What were the highlights of the activity/program? 

The ILA conference brought researchers, educators, and students together from around the world to discuss leadership and leadership development.  The guest speakers were particularly interesting because they spoke about the notion of women and leadership from a non-American view point. In particular, the students described the speech by Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi as the most influential.  Sheika Al Qasimi is Minister of Economy and Planning in the United Arab Emirates as well as being CEO and Tejari. She spoke of her role as one of the few women in the Middle East that maintains a departmental position and the adversity she faced because of her position.  She also spoke of how the UAE has become financially stable, economically profitable and politically impartial.  The UAE accomplished this three ways, by sharing the wealth obtained from their oil with other sectors of the economy, by creating diversity in the economy (especially in the tourism sector) and by opening itself for globalization. She felt that change in the Middle East was coming, but that it was gradual process and that the steps taken by the UAE showed the occurrence of this process.  Some of the Sheika’s comments made the students question their own views on women and society.  We had several discussions about the role of culture and women, as well as what the role of outside countries should be in affecting change in countries where women’s rights are suppressed.  
Please share a success story that resulted from this experience: 
This experienced helped the SMC students network with students from other universities, including Christopher Newport and Miami University.  In addition, the students were able to build upon their classroom knowledge.  As Cassie Quaglia explains, “The International Leadership Association Conference in Amsterdam greatly benefited my intercultural awareness and academic development. During the conference I was fortunate enough to also be enrolled in Saint Mary's Comparative Politics Class. This was very beneficial in talking of global issues because I had background knowledge of the political history of many of the countries from which other attendees originated. The most interesting discussions I had were about global cultural issues.”   The students were most impressed by the fact that the other conference participants consistently asked for their input and feedback during group discussions.  This allowed the students to apply what they had learned from SMC in a professional setting.  
Describe any new collaborations (on or off campus) that resulted from this activity/program. 
I was able to meet with Sheila Wright, Executive Director of Living and Learning Communities at Denver University (DU). DU has a Center for International Civic Engagement with the University of Bologna.  They will be having a conference in May and invited SMC faculty and students to attend. 
What are the next steps for this activity/project?
The 2006 conference will be held in Chicago.  I would strongly encourage SMC to take a large group of students to the next conference.  
If you did a program evaluation please attach a summary of the results. 

Cassie Quaglia described the conference as having the following impact upon her: “Through discussions with people of various nationalities I learned how we as American's are viewed and how I as an American often failed to have as much cultural knowledge of my counterparts as they had of me.  This conference provided me great opportunity to first hand not only gain experience about various cultures but to interact with people that represented these cultures. It is a rare experience to have such diversity gather in a single space, especially to talk about global issues. I am very thankful to have been provided this opportunity and would encourage future students to attend as well.”
Submitted By:  Heather McDougall
Date:  December 4, 2005
