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To:
Elaine Meyer-Lee, Director CWIL

From:
Kitty Green, Education Department

RE:
Report from CWIL supported travel

Date:
January 30, 2006

With partial funding from CWIL, I attended The Hawaii International Conference, January 6-9, 2006.  This is a large and exciting conference to attend—2000 in attendance, though they only accepted 400 papers.  My own presentation session on Sunday, January 8 went very well and I had the chance to talk afterward with several of those who attended.  Of special interest was my conversation with a professor from National Institute of Education in Singapore.  He was especially interested in how teaching pre-service teachers how to use multicultural Service-Learning could influence both teacher and student attitudes about diversity.  His university mandates that all first year students conduct a Service-Learning project, but there is no integration of academic content and service.  I’m hoping to stay in touch with him as he works to begin integrating academic content.

Marilyn Cochran-Smith from Boston College was the keynote speaker on the 6th.  Her speech was titled Teacher Education for Social Justice.  I found her speech to be terrifically validating to what has become my obsession—preparing teachers be effective with highly diverse student populations. Indeed, using her words, “teachers must become cultural brokers who help their students bridge home and school.”  I must admit to having been highly selective in choosing sessions to attend that focused on these issues.  Much to my delight, Christine Sleeter, a prolific writer regarding multicultural education, was also a presenter on Monday, the 9th.  She was part of a panel discussing the chapter they had written, “Preparing Teachers for a Culturally and Linguistically Diverse K-12 Population,” that will appear in the Handbook of Research on Teacher Education:  Enduring Issues in Changing Contexts, 3rd Edition.

I also found the paper presented by a group from Connecticut regarding an instrument they had developed to assess teacher dispositions to be extremely valuable, as we have developed an instrument of our own.  That survey is given to Education 201 and this year we will be assessing student teachers for the first time.  I brought a copy of the Connecticut survey for Dale Banks to see.

Finally, I found the topic of Differentiation of Instruction to be fascinating.  The educator most known for this area is Carol Tomlinson, and though she wasn’t at this conference, one of her protégés was.  I’m hoping to travel to Denver in late July for a conference where Tomlinson will present her work.  I want to be able to teach my own Education 346 students how they can differentiate instruction.

All, in all, this was an excellent experience.  While it is true that Honolulu in January is wonderful, I found that it was easy to sit in hotel meeting rooms out of the sun because of the quality of presentations.  The informal dialogue with other educators is a terrific way to gauge the Saint Mary’s teacher preparation program. I left dozens of cards with people from all over the world and returned with dozens.  I very much appreciate the support CWIL has given me and will seek to build on the information I’ve learned by making the courses I teach cutting-edge.










