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My summer trip to Paris, London, Edinburgh and Dublin was the most wonderful opportunity of my life. Through a CWIL Grant, I was able to spend almost four weeks traveling and seeing amazing historical sights that I had only read about.  CWIL not only aided me in my travel but they also gave a grant to my sister so that we could go and see Europe together.  It is the most amazing experience being able to share this opportunity with my sister. These are memories that we will now be able to pass onto our children someday. My goal for the trip was to immerse myself so deeply into the culture that I would not feel like a tourist but like a traveler.  I wanted to be someone who saw not only the sights of the city but also experienced the ambiance of the city, the foods, the language, the personality. 


Beginning in Paris, the issue of language was difficult.  I spoke maybe two words of French prior to my visit and only a few more after being in the city. However, my sister Maria speaks the language quite well and was able to communicate with the Parisians. By attempting to speak the language, even if it was not well done, it was amazing the difference in attitude you received. At one point on the trip Maria and I were attempting to take a train out to Versailles and became lost. Maria was able to communicate with another woman on the train to get us out of the city.  Walking around the city I was determined not to use a map (although I did carry one in my bag). We visited the major sites of the city, but without a general plan in mind. We toured cemeteries and went to a unique art opening, The David Lynch exhibit, as well as visiting the typical art museums. We attempted to find restaurants that were off the beaten path, recommended to us by other citizens.  At night, I would walk over the bridges and around the town just taking in the atmosphere.  At one point, we sat in a park and fed the pigeons while reading the paper. 


London was the city of my heart. It was a cultural mix of time-periods, architecture and history.  The city was a bustling atmosphere in which each new block held a different treasure. In the same city block, you might find a skyscraper by Richard Rogers next to a church built by Christopher Wren. The city itself while expensive provided numerous opportunities for the traveler on a budget. There were free museums to see and open airy parks.  I spent the afternoon in Hyde Park wandering the Rose Garden.  While there, I was treated to an impromptu gardening lecture on the roses and the gardens history by an elderly man and his nurse. The food in the city was very much American in taste, just a bit more expensive. 


Edinburgh was a city of relaxation. Here was the true definition of quiet town life, yet it was a town filled with so much history and culture. Here is the home of JK Rowling and the second home of Queen Elizabeth II. It is a culture that is similar in many ways to England, yet has a simplistic almost picturesque setting that is so different from England, and most importantly London. London with its hustle and bustle and busy streets is the polar opposite of this quiet town. It was wonderful getting to relax and go hiking up to Arthur's seat, or to wander down Princes Street and shop. The most amazing part of the country is the value the citizens place on their heritage. Walking down the street the performers are not guitarist or one man bands, instead they are men dressed in Scottish kilts playing the bag pipe. When at Edinburgh castle, a couple was having a traditional Scottish wedding, with a bag pipe playing outside the church for when the couple came out. The little ring bearer was even dressed in a kilt. It was an amazing opportunity to get a glimpse of such a cultural ceremony that is so different in every part of the world, yet retains the same value.


Dublin was like a smaller London to me. It had the same hustle and bustle, but the city was missing that magical sparkle that London had. For me, the fact that I didn't know as much about the history of the city and country, was probably why I didn't have the same appreciation for the city that I did for London. One of the most amazing places that I visited was the Dublin Writers Museum. The museum went through the important writers that had lived in Dublin and their old first copy manuscripts. Then upstairs in the museum was a room filled with the most magical paintings taken out of children's story books. Scenes from Peter Pan and the Lion Witch and the Wardrobe come to life in these beautiful pieces of art done by artist Jonathan Barry. 


I would like to once again thank CWIL for helping me go on this magical and wonderful opportunity. This is a once  and a lifetime chance that I will never forget. The experience and knowledge gained on this trip has and will continue to impact my life.

