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Going to Europe this past summer was the opportunity of a lifetime.  I not only learned so many things about the different places that we visited, but I also learned a lot about myself.  With the help of CWIL I was able to go on this journey, which will remain with me for the rest of my life  


France was amazing.  Seeing places like the Eiffel Tower, the Lovue, Notre Dame, and Moulin Rouge is something that I always dreamed of doing.  I definitely learned how to be more outgoing in France, since this was the first place we traveled to as a group and I did not know anyone on the trip.  I also learned how to communicate with people better, since I do not speak any French; I had to use what I did know in order to communicate.  It was a struggle at first, but then it started to become second nature for me to live in France with the locals.  By the end of my time there, I was able to order food and buy things without any help.  Impressive right? 


England was a very busy place.  I saw Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, and Platform 9 ¾ from the movie Harry Potter.  I have never lived in a big city, so it was an adjustment for me to be around so many people on the streets and on the Tube.  Since we were in England the longest, I did a lot of shopping there. Since I am an education major, I went with the group visit to a school, which was right across the street from our hotel.  This experience definitely reassured me that I do want to end up teaching in another country.   Going into London, I felt as if I would be comfortable there since they spoke English as well.  Well I quickly found out how different two countries that speak the same language can be.

 
Scotland was very homey.  I enjoyed the bed and breakfast that we stayed in (although I could have done without the food).  I felt comfortable to start venturing off on my own, when the other girls on the trip wanted to explore something different.  I loved the cobblestone streets on the royal mile, and I loved the shopping there.  This was a great place to relax.


Our last stop was Ireland.  This was my favorite place that we visited.  Things were very lad back here.  I met a guy from India in Ireland, and I learned a lot about his culture and his lifestyle in Ireland.  To this day, we still talk on the phone, mail each other pictures, and email each other about how things are going.  I know I made a lifelong friend in him.  In Ireland I did almost everything by myself, which was a huge step for me.  I am used to having that comfort of my friends being around all the time, so I really learned how to be more independent. 


I was ready to go home by the end of the month.  It was a long trip, and the longest I have ever been away from my family.  Overall, I learned that I am capable of so much more then I give myself credit for.  I can do anything if I set my mind to it.  Even though I couldn’t wait to get home and see my family and friends, I would go back to Europe in a heartbeat.   


On this trip I met so many interesting people from all over the world.  I learned a lot of information about different countries.  Most importantly, I branched out of my little world in Granger, Indiana and found out a great deal about myself.  CWIL helped me to be able to make this trip and have the adventure of a lifetime.  Without their help, my trip would not have been possible.  

