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         Europe Summer Study Program

This summer I was given the opportunity to study abroad through the Saint
 Mary’s College European Summer Study Program.  From the moment we departed from 
the Chicago O’Hare Airport until our return, my experience was an incredible, exciting 
adventure.  My introduction to European History, culture and art was exciting and 
tangible. The very generous CWIL Grant I received gave me this opportunity to be 
immersed in the history and culture of the European people.

Paris was breathtaking.  I stood on the steps of the Paris Opera House built by 
Napoleon III and listened to the lecture on the French Revolution.  I saw the Eiffel Tower 
illuminate the evening sky and I road Ba Teau Cruise on the Seine River. The shores of 
Normandy and Omaha Beach provoked deep emotion and compassion for all the men 
and women who fought for freedom in World War II, especially on the day of the 
invasion at Normandy.  The cemetery was a chilling reminder of the cost of war.
In London, I watched the changing of the guard at the palace, stood in the Tower 
of London where Anne Boleyn, wife of Henry VIII, was beheaded and looked in awe at 
the stain glass windows of Westminster Cathedral.  Or day trip Bath and Stonehenge was 
unparallel in beauty, history and culture. While in London, I was able to see the stage 
production of The Phantom of the Opera and the production of Wicked.  It was an 

exciting experience to see the  performances on the London stage and watch as the 

audience, from many countries, be drawn into the plot.

Our program then traveled to Scotland and we stayed at a quaint Bed and 
Breakfast in the historical capital, Edinburgh.  I climbed to the top of a hillside to 
experience King Arthur’s seat and hike into this beautiful Scottish countryside.  The 
ghost tour under the city was a fascinating trip into the sewers of Edinburgh. 

The scenic beauty and Irish culture of Dublin was the last stop on our journey. We 
stayed in a hostel in Dublin.  That was a cultural experience in itself.  Many people from 
all over the world stay at this hostel. The simple values and culture of the residents 

resonated on the paintings on the walls at the hostel.   The coffee shops, pubs,
and internet cafes were truly a melting pot filled with people of all ages, race

and religions.

The cathedrals and churches throughout Europe are an amazing spiritual 

experience.  The artifacts and stories wrapped in the stain glass windows left me 

speechless and in awe.  Religion played an important part in the history of these

European communities and Christianity was of central importance during certain eras.

The culture and faith of  the European people are reflected in the stories that were told 

through the paintings on the stained glass windows.


Throughout my travels I toured many museums and historical monuments.  As I 

gazed at  artifacts from many, many centuries ago, I realized how important the traditions

and history of  our European ancestors are in today’s world.  I watched the people who 

traveled from all over the world to experience the same priceless exhibits.  They stood in

the same amazement as I did, knowing how invaluable this knowledge is .  I believe each 

day empowered me to be more prepared to draw from this trip and promote the openness

of cultural diversity.

My time in Europe was an experience I will always cherish.  I grew in my 
knowledge of European history, religion, arts and culture.  More than that, I feel I 
matured in the unde4rstanding that people from diverse cultures, religion, ethnicity and 
language share many similarities.  We need to respect and support each other in order to 
make a difference in our complex world.

Thank you very much for the CWIL Grant that provided me the opportunity to 
experience learning first hand, not in a classroom setting.  As a Saint Mary’s College 
student we are taught to women empowered to challenge and engage ourselves in 
opportunities and possibilities that will promote the gift of diversity.  The CWIL Grant 
gave me the gift of strengthening my knowledge and skills to view the world in a more 
open awareness and appreciation. 
