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Ecuador 2008:

“Finch me I’m Dreaming”

My trip to Ecuador was one I will never forget. I learned so much about culture, ways of life for third world countries, and the importance of keeping our environment as clean as possible. These memories I have are amazing and I would not trade them for anything. 

Arriving in the Galapagos Islands we went to the straight in which our boat was parked, it was beautiful! The ocean was so green and the islands were so pretty! Everything was perfect. We got onto our boat (called The Floreana) and we were greeted by some of the crew who all seemed very nice. Finally we landed on North Seymour Island by the Panga boats driving us there from the Floreana. 


The first animal we saw while landing onto the island was crabs which everywhere. There were red, yellow, orange, with a light and bright blue bottom; they were so pretty. When we were just a few feet father onto the island we saw our first sea lion! I was able to stand less then a foot from me and it did not even move! That has never happened to me with any wild animal! Next we saw many Blue Footed Boobies. Many were doing their mating call, which is done by moving each foot and then flapping their wings slowly and whistling, and the females. Their feet are so blue, I saw pictures of them before but in real life those birds are just amazing! Many of them did not care how close you got to them, and many times I was within a foot from them. One of the juvenile Boobies walked right up to us and looked like it wanted to play! 

On part another day we went snorkeling off of Whale Bay, which is located just off the coast of Santa Cruz Island. It was pretty choppy and we swam from one side of the island to another part. It was really cool to see all the different types of fish. But they all swim away from you as you come near. However, we saw a few starfish that were very pretty and many different types of fish! We swam with a Sea Lion too! It would come up right to your face (less then a foot away) and then swim underneath you like we were playing a game! At first it scared me but after a while I was fine with the Sea Lion doing that. I saw many schools of fish which I tried to swim with but it did not work too well because they swam away.

We saw Lonesome George at the Darwin Station on Puerto Ayora on another day in the Galapagos Islands! Lonesome George is about 70 years old and is the last of the Tortoises from Pinta Island. They are trying to get him to mate with a tortoise from a neighboring island so that his kind will not go extinct, but so far there has been no luck. He currently lives with two females from the highlands. One of the centers hopes is that because of Genetic Engineering is becoming so close that they hope to one day be able to bring some of the tortoises out of extinction, and this may hopefully find a mate for Lonesome George. The highlight of this trip is that we were able to take pictures and pet some of the tortoises that were very old and are not going to be reintroduced into the wild. They were very nice and like it when you pet their head and necks. Their skin felt like leather and their shells were very smooth. It was amazing to be able to pet and touch and endangered, endemic animal. It is also incredible to think that Darwin himself was here and riding on the backs of these tortoises. It made me want to climb on top of one and try to ride it! 

Other great memories were snorkeling with sharks, playing with sea lions on a bay, sleeping outside on the boat every night and falling asleep to the sound of the ocean, visiting San Cristibol, and our tour guide and boat workers.

In the Rain Forest we hiked to a waterfall. The waterfall was beautiful. The water looked so clean and the canopy was very high with trees hanging over. The waterfall itself had to be about 50 feet high. We all took a lot of pictures and then Chelsea and I decided to change and jump in because we were so hot.  No one else would at first, but after a while we got everyone in. Lenny let me jump off some of the smaller ledges. Later we visited the Butterfly Farm and got to stand in a place where they lived, and some would land on you. During that part of the trip I held a Tarantula! The picture someone took of me holding it definitely shows how scared I look, I was freaking out because I hate spiders so much!

Later that week in the primary Rain Forest is much more dense and the canopies are so much higher. Some of the trees are over 100 years old and they are huge! The bases of the Kapok trees are wider than I am tall! We even got to swing from a vine like Tarzan does. It was so much fun, and then we swung two of us at a time on the same vine! When I was on the vine I went a lot farther than what I thought I would go. 

Overall the experiences I had in Ecuador I would not trade for the world. These few pages do not even begin to describe the most amazing times I had in Ecuador. To anyone I talk to about my trip I suggestion to go on because of it is the greatest place to visit and opens your eyes to new cultures and ways of life.
