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I decided first semester of sophomore year that I wanted to go abroad.  Some of the best things about Saint Mary’s are the numerous opportunities to study abroad.  I ultimately chose to go on the European Summer Study program because I would have the chance to visit four countries within a month.  I was even more excited when I received a travel grant from CWIL.  


As the school year winded down and exams were on the horizon, the only thing that I could think about was my upcoming European adventure.  As I embarked on my journey I was excited to not only travel to Europe, but I was also excited to have the ability to travel independently throughout Europe with my classmates.  I knew as soon as we walked on the plan in Chicago that we were going to have the time of our lives.  


The first city we visited was Paris, the beautiful city of lights.  We not only saw the Louvre, the Arc De Triumph, and beautiful Versailles, we also had the chance to see Normandy and Omaha Beach.  It was an unbelievable feeling to stand on Omaha Beach and to picture all of them men who lost their lives, and also the men who risked their lives to save ours.  This really was a meaningful moment, especially to someone like me who has always been interested in history.  


London has always been my favorite city and because of this I was very excited to have the chance to spend nine days there.  We stayed in the Hyde Park area which was beautiful.  I am an avid follower of the British Royal Family and therefore I was excited to go to Buckingham Palace and see changing of the guard, and to take a tour of Kensington Palace, the home of the late Princess Diana.  Kensington Palace is not only beautiful, but it also had many of Princess Diana’s favorite dresses on display.  During our stay in London, we also had the chance to see the Queen’s Birthday Parade.  This “parade” was not like a traditional American parade.  Parade guests were seated on bleachers and watched as the military marched throughout the square located near Buckingham Palace.  The Queen’s birthday is celebrated in June even though her actual birthday is in April. There are three practice parades before the actual birthday parade where the Queen inspects the troops.  We saw the horses and the carriages that the Queen and other members of the royal family would have been riding on if it would have been her actual birthday parade. 


Our last day in London we went to Abbey Road to attempt to recreate the iconic Beatle’s picture.  We found this idea to take the picture much easier said than done.  After several attempts, and multiple scares of getting run-over by a car, we finally got a decent picture of crossing the street.


The next city that we visited was Edinburgh, Scotland which was a nice change of pace from the busy streets of London.  We stayed in a very nice bed & breakfast in Edinburgh.  One of the best things about Scotland was the amount of wool that we could buy for reasonable prices.  It was also nice to visit Edinburgh because J.K. Rowling, the author of Harry Potter, lives there so the inspiration for the books came from many of the sites in Edinburgh, including Edinburgh Castle which was the inspiration for Hogwarts.  We also took a day trip to St. Andrew’s golf course and St. Andrew’s University. 


The last city we visited was Dublin, which of course is a city that every Notre Dame fan wants to visit.  Our day trip in Ireland was a beautiful nature walk outside of the city.  It was an absolutely gorgeous place to visit.   In every direction we looked there were beautiful green hills surrounding us.  One of our last nights on the trip we also had a group dinner that included some traditional Irish dancing and music.  I definitely had a lot of fun on the European Summer Study Program and would go back again this summer! 
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