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To be given the ability to travel the world is a priceless gift. Not only does it allow you to see the places you’ve only before read about in books, but it makes you leave behind your daily role in life and to begin seeing a whole new side of who you are. My participation in the European Summer Study Trip provided me with these experiences and so much more. As my junior year came to a close, I began to feel as if something was missing from my Saint Mary's experience. Having never been out of the country, I wondered what life was like in other places. I wanted to visit the cities I have heard about countless time over the course of my life. I wanted to see the sights for myself instead of simply seeing them in pictures or through the stories of others. I wanted to have my own stories to share. The European Summer Study program gave me the opportunity to fill the void these desires left within me.

The structure, length, and content of the European Summer Study program provided exactly what I needed in a trip abroad. Lasting almost four weeks, the program included visits to Paris, London, Edinburgh, and Dublin. The prospect of visiting cities that held so much history and importance on a global scale was both exciting and intimidating. Never before had I envisioned myself standing next to the Eiffel Tower, Big Ben, and the Houses of Parliament. Not only did I visit these historic sites, but I was given a better understanding of the importance these structures have in the lives of the citizens of those countries. Never before did I understand what it feels like to regard something that holds so much symbolic and physical meaning to so many people as a familiar sight. Having lived for several days within walking distance of theses sights now allows me to look at them from a personal perspective and with a sense of wonder of knowing what it feels like to stand beside them. 

Another aspect of the European Summer Study trip that makes me look back on it so fondly is the opportunity it gave me to truly feel confident in my independence. Prior to the trip, the thought of walking around foreign cities and traveling hundreds of miles every few days was unimaginable. Now, I am filled with confidence knowing that I achieved something I didn’t think was possible and welcome opportunities to do so again. 


I knew before leaving that this trip would have a huge impact on my life. I knew that it would leave me with a sense of confidence and a photo album full of pictures and stories to share. What I didn’t realize, however, was how this trip would affect my idea of Saint Mary’s College as a community. The generosity that the Center for Women’s Intercultural Leadership extended to me is something I will cherish forever. If it had not been for the assistance CWIL provided me with, I would not have been blessed with the many amazing memories and friendships that I have with me now. To know that Saint Mary’s College and its alumnae value students so much as to provide funding to those, like myself, who would not have the means to participate in such amazing programs otherwise is what makes Saint Mary’s College so special. As a senior, I am beginning to see how the generosity of the college will come full circle in my life. I know that Saint Mary’s will always hold a special place in my heart and that one day I, too, will help contribute to organizations like CWIL to help carry on the mission of the college and aid future students in having the same opportunities that were so generously given to me.
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