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I never thought that I would want to travel abroad, but as I watched all my friends leaving for their perspective trips, I wondered what I was missing.  I finished my sophomore year reading through emails about all the amazing experiences my friends were having studying abroad.  It was then that I decided I wanted to take part in the studying abroad experience.

As a Nursing Major, it is very difficult to study abroad.  There is only one semester that it is allowed, first semester sophomore year.  I had already missed my opportunity.  However, I was determined to make it happen.  I learned of the European Summer Tour and decided that it was the perfect opportunity to obtain the experience I desperately wanted.  There was only one more obstacle to over come.  How do I finance this trip?  The generosity of the CWIL department made it possible.  The money I received from the CWIL grant made the trip much more affordable and eased my mind about missing a few weeks of summer work.

The Summer European Tour starts in Paris, France then off to London, England, followed by Edinburgh, Scotland, and finally Dublin, Ireland.  Each and every city is unique and beautiful.  Everyone asks me what city I liked the most.  To this day I do not have an answer.


In Paris everywhere you turned there was something to see and new encounters.  The Eiffel Tour is even more beautiful than I expected. When the lights are going the sight is breath-taking.  Also the amount of art and history that you encounter just walking down the street is astonishing.  Dr. Dave always has an entertaining history lesson that keeps you engaged and wanting to learn more.  


London is so much fun.  There are things to do everywhere you turn.  Learning how to use The Underground was very fun and made exploring the city much more accessible.  There is plenty of time to do things on your own; I had the opportunity to see Wicked.  This is an experience I will never forget. 


Edinburgh is very unique.  The Edinburgh Castle has amazing history. It was great being able to walk through the castle.  I walked through the castle and learned about its history this made the history real and less like fairytales out of a book.  

Dublin is so exciting and upbeat.  There is life everywhere at all hours of the day and night.  The people are friendly and you have the opportunity to sight see, and travel throughout the country.  On the last night we had a traditional Irish dinner and were entertained by Irish dancers.  It was a wonderful way to end an amazing trip.


Studying abroad has taught me a lot about myself.  I have become much more independent and more assertive.  This trip is lead by professors, but there is a lot of time for you to adventure off on your own.  I had to take initiative to ensure I saw and did the things I wanted to do.  Studying abroad also helped with my communication skills. I do not speak any French and it was always a challenge to find ways to communicate in Paris.  I was forced outside of my comfort zone, but because of it I am a stronger and more comfortable in new situations.

This trip also gave me the opportunity to meet several new people.  This is also an important aspect of the studying abroad experience.  I met thirty plus new people that I would not have had the pleasure of meeting if I did not take this opportunity.  Meeting and living with strangers is very fun and also a challenge.  You are forced to learn how each person relates to other people and then adapt to the way you communicate with the person.  This is an especially important skill to perfect in the nursing profession because you must be able to relate with your patients.  

I am pleased to say that I am no longer feeling that I missed out on the opportunities my friends were experiencing as sophomores.  I feel that I have created my own experience and am very pleased about the results.  I learned a lot about history, art, different cultures and a lot about myself.  
