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Finding out more about myself

I never dreamed I would have an experience as amazing as my study abroad experience over in Rome, Italy. I learned so much about other cultures and I discovered a lot of things about myself as well. Studying abroad in general is such a good way to gain a new perspective on the world. I saw how other governments worked and how different cultures lived their daily lives. There were many things I really liked about the other cultures but by the time I left Europe I also appreciated many things the US had. 
When I arrived in Italy I was determined to become immersed in the culture, even though I was brand new to the language. Frequently during the day, I would go out and try to navigate around by myself. One time, I needed to get stamps and I had the hardest time finding some because I kept asking for “stampe.” Everyone kept looking at me funny and shrugging their shoulders. I later found out that the word for stamp is “Franco boli.” Even though I was beyond frustrated by the time I got back to the hotel, it was a really good learning experience for me. I didn’t let that setback get in the way and I continued to go out and try to communicate with the native Italians. I realized that even though I wasn’t very good at their language I could communicate in other ways like pointing to objects and using facial expressions. By the end of my time there, I became really good at communicating what I wanted.  


Not only did I want to experience the Italian culture, but I wanted to experience other cultures as well. I traveled to Ireland, Spain, Austria, and Germany while I was in Europe. Each country had uniqueness to it. It was really beneficial to compare the countries. I would get used to something Italy did and then go to a different country and it would be done a completely different way. Each country had their own customs and it was really interesting to see how the countries differed in those customs. 


The churches are something that really stands out in my mind. Each country had a different technique to building churches. Saint Peter’s Basilica was breathtaking with the massive tile designs and giant stone figures. I visited Munich, Germany and one of the churches I attended mass in had very high ceilings with many architectural designs.  Spain had a magnificent church designed by Gaudi that was not yet completed. It was completely made of stone and had elaborate stained glass designs on the inside and stone murals on the outside. Ireland’s churches were very quaint with many wooden furnishings. The churches are only one example of how each country differed in their customs. 


As a whole, I think I formed a new perspective of the world. All I had ever known was the American way. It was really interesting to see that other places had their own way and many times it was different from America’s way. I believe I have a new found respect for other cultures and I internalize everything I learn in those cultures because I now know how important it is. This study abroad experience has made me a more well-rounded person. 

I would have never been able to travel to Italy without the CWIL study abroad grant. I cannot stress enough the Importance of this scholarship and the values behind it. I believe I fulfilled what I set out to do and really experienced other cultures.  I never had dreams of being a world traveler, but now I do thanks in part to the CWIL study abroad grant.
