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I will be forever thankful for my study abroad experience because by this experience I have been forever changed for the better. When I landed at O’Hare International airport December 19th I was a completely different girl than the one who departed that same airport on September 23rd. In September I nervously left my family in tears of sadness and walked apprehensively through the airport security with a group of Saint Mary’s students that I barely knew. Three months later, I walked through that same airport with the same Saint Mary’s students but this time they were not merely acquaintances. They had become great friends.  We briskly walked together through the airport with our heads held high; with a new found confidence and smiles on our faces because we just had the best three months of our lives. 
We spent the semester growing together in knowledge and discovering the importance of intercultural learning. In today’s globalized society it is essential to understand the different perspectives and cultures of people all around the world. The world is becoming ever smaller with the effectiveness of new technologies worldwide and the efficiency of international travel. It is inevitable that we will encounter people of different cultures and nationalities daily. We must understand these cultures so that we are able communicate, but the understanding of cultures goes beyond language and knowledge. To truly understand a culture one must embrace it’s beliefs and traditions. Over the course of my semester abroad I believe that I have accomplished just that. 
Never in my life have I or will I gain as much knowledge in three months as I did while abroad. My schedule of classes was a liberal arts education. I took marketing, philosophy, moral theology, art history, and Italian. My classes were enlightening, but I learned even more outside of the classroom walls. I was surrounded by the culture of a foreign country. To some, it may seem overwhelming to be submerged in a foreign culture for three months, but I embraced it. I grew a passion for learning about the diverse customs around me.

 It is truly a unique intercultural opportunity to be in the city of Rome. Instead of merely discussing the Italian lifestyle in class, I actually became a part of it. I had a cappuccino every morning, took a small nap in the afternoon, and went on long walks after a late dinner. I learned Italian in the classroom and then could simply walk outside and strike up a conversation with a native Italian. I learned about hundreds of famous pieces of art and architecture and, they were all at close hand in and outside of Rome I could walk fifteen minutes to the center of the Roman Catholic faith, or I could walk through the Jewish Ghetto neighborhood where thousands were taken from their homes during World War II. Every inch of Rome is filled with numerous intercultural learning opportunities.   

Although I spent most of my time submerged in the culture of Rome, I did spend quite a lot of time traveling to see even more cultures and lifestyles. I visited many places both rural and populous in Italy. I also spent a weekend in Paris, London, and Innsbruck. I tried to embrace each new culture as best I could in the small amount of time I had. I tried speaking French in Paris; I had tea and crumpets with a family in their home outside the city of London; and I drank warm Glühwein at a Christkindlmarkt in Innsbruck. 
Each place I visited, including Rome, was so unique. It is hard for me to say which place I prefer overall because I appreciate each culture’s unique traits.  I believe I made the most out of the three months I spent abroad by embracing each culture. I spent all of my time from September through December learning new things, but the most important thing I learned was just how vital it is to have intercultural knowledge in our society today. 
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